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1, OH RETURN FROM SPECIAL COMMANDERS cOSJEFENCE I WAS INFORMED 
.uAT THUS WILL BE AN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM WASHINGTON AT 1000 LOCAL 
MONDAYj (A) DEPLOYMENT OF ADDED US FORCES TO VIETNAM, INCLUDING 
RECALLS OF RESERVE COMPONENTS) AND (B) ANOTHER INITIATIVE DESIGNED 
TO ENCOURAGE A PEAcEFX SETTLEMENT BY SUSPENDING AIR OPERATIONS 
AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM NORTH OF THE 20W PARALLEL. 


2. THIS SUSPENSION HAS BEEN MADE IN AGREEMENT WITH THE CVN 
3 # THE US PURPOSE IS BOTH TO SHOW THE ENEMY THAT WE WILL STRENGTHEN 
OUR FORcES IN SVN IF NEEDED AND TO OFFER HIM ANOTHER oHAHCE AT 
PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT. OF COURSE WE DO NOT KNOW IF HANOI WILL RESPOND. 


BUT AT THE LEAST THIS INITIATIVE WILL BLUNT ACCUSATIONS OF ESCALATION 
FROM OPPONENTS OF US POLICY AND HELP CHECK THE ALARMING DECLINE IK 
PUBLIC SUPPORT OF THIS POLICY. IT WILL HELP IN COUNTERING FOREIGN 
CRITICISM AS WELL. 

4. OF COURSE OUR AIRPOWER WILL BE CONCENTRATED SOUTH OF THE 281®— 


COPY LBJ LIBRAl 


r rr n 








1 


--Tep-'SftRff 


parallel; 







3. I BESISE THAT 108 SEE TOUR COUNTERPARTS ttTSCEN 0900 AND 1000 

*' t 

tomorrow ir possible to apprise them of the above. too should caution 
them as to the semsitivitt of our explanation, tell them that he 
count on their joining hith us and their govcrkcht in supporting 

THIS DECISION. LASTLY THEY SHOULD KNOW THAT THIS DEVELOPMENT DOES 
NOT IN ANT HAT CHANGE MT VIEWS, EXPRESSED AT THE COMMANDER'S COM- 
FEEENvX, ON THE CRITlcAL NEED FOR ALL-OUT ALLIED EFFORT IN SOUTH 
VIETNAM OVER THE. NEXT THREE MONTHS, INDEED MAXIMUM PEESSUSE ON THE 

aggressor is &guided even hose. 
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